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Affordable Housing 
Resilience Training: 

Ready to Respond LA

March 25, 2021



2

AGENDA

Ready Your LA Neighborhood

Ready to Respond training

LET’S TALK

Action steps

LA's Regional Risk Landscape
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The Current Crisis

Cascading impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic compounded by 

economic, housing affordability, homelessness and climate crises
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Housing Affordability & Homelessness

The Pre-Pandemic Crisis

• 509,404 low-income renter 

households in the county do not 

have access to an affordable home

• 79% of extremely low-income 

households are paying more than 

half of their income on housing

• Renters in LA County need to earn 

$41.96 per hour — 2.8 times the 

minimum wage — to afford the 

average monthly rent of $2,182
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Covid-19 Pandemic + Recession

The Current Crisis

Hundreds of 

thousands of 

households in LA 

unable to pay 

rent and at risk 

of eviction

C19 in LA County

• C19 cases: 1.22M

• C19 deaths: 22,960

• 2x more C19 deaths 

than any other US 

County

January 2021 

Unemployment Rate

• LA County: 12.6%

• California: 9%

• National: 6.3%
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2020 Climate Events in LA

Cascading Impacts

Millions of 

households 

unable to pay 

rent and at risk 

of eviction

Los Angeles County

• C19 cases: 1.21M

• C19 deaths: 22,476

• 2x more C19 deaths 

than any other US 

County

January 2021 

Unemployment Rate

• LA County: 12.6%

• California: 9%

• National: 6.3%
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LOS ANGELES REGIONAL 
RISK LANDSCAPE
Natural hazards in LA County
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FEMA'S National Risk Index

• Population: 10 million+

• Building Value: $950 billion

• FEMA Risk Index: Very High (100th percentile)

• Expected Annual Loss: Very High (100th percentile)

- Total annual loss: $1.4 billion    

- Annual building value lost: $1.1 billion 

• Social Vulnerability: Relatively High (77th percentile)

• Community Resilience: Relatively Low (18th percentile)

Los Angeles County Risk Rating
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FEMA National Risk Index

LA County-wide Hazard Risk Ratings

• Avalanche: Very Low

• Coastal Flooding: Relatively Low

• Cold Wave: No Rating

• Drought: Relatively High

• Earthquake: Very High

• Hail: Relatively Moderate

• Heat Wave: Relatively High

• Hurricane: Not Applicable

• Ice Storm: Relatively High

• Landslide: Very Low

• Lightning: Relatively High

• Riverine Flooding: Very High

• Strong Wind: Relatively High

• Tornado: Relatively High

• Tsunami: Relatively Moderate

• Volcanic Activity: Not Applicable

• Wildfire: Very High

• Winter Weather: Relatively Low
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EARTHQUAKES
NATURAL HAZARDS

1994 Northridge Earthquake (M6.7)

• 60 deaths

• 9,000 injuries

• $20B - $40B total damage

• 65,000 homes suffered major damage or 

were destroyed 

- 37K MF units major damage / destroyed 

- 240K MF units minor damage

Great Shakeout scenario (M7.8)

• 1,800 deaths

• 50,000 injuries

• $200B total damage

• 1,500 collapsed buildings

• 300,000 buildings damaged >10% value

• 500,000+ displaced households
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EARTHQUAKES
NATURAL HAZARDS

5 most seismically vulnerable building 

types according to Dr. Lucy Jones Center 

for Science + Society’s Safer City Survey:

1) Unreinforced brick masonry

2) Tilt-up concrete wall panel

3) Non-ductile concrete

4) Pre-Northridge steel moment frame

5) Wood frame soft-story
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WILDFIRES
NATURAL HAZARDS

LA Region Climate Assessment

• Wildfires: risk increasing; average 

fire size doubled since 1960s

• Santa Ana Wind: events increasing, 

dry air can trigger wildfires

• Air quality: LA basin smoggiest in 

the nation; wildfires increase 

particulate matter pollution; 

significant health impacts

Housing risk in LA County

• 121,589 homes face extreme or 

high wildfire risk—most in CA

• 227 subsidized residential 

properties—containing over 14,000 

affordable homes—are within a half 

mile of a Very High Fire Hazard 

Severity Zone
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FLOODS
NATURAL HAZARDS

LA Region Climate Assessment

• Precipitation: dry and wet extremes 

expected to increase in the future, 

increasing risk of flood and drought

• Extreme Storms: length of rainy 

season and number of atmospheric river 

events projected to increase 40%, 

creating more floods and mudslides 

• Sea Level Rise: projected to rise 6-7 

inches by 2050 and 25-50 inches by 

2100; increasing impacts of wave and 

surge events from coastal storms

Southcoast Floodplain 

• 10,678 residential structures in the 

Southcoast 500-year floodplain

• 3.41 million people in the Southcoast 

500-year floodplain

• $230B: value of structures in the 

Southcoast 500-year floodplain
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EXTREME HEAT
NATURAL HAZARDS

LA Region Climate Assessment

• Warming is expected to 

increase across LA in the 

coming decades

• Interior regions are expected 

to experience the highest 

amounts of warming, up to 

10°F in the late-21st century

• The number of extremely hot 

days is expected to increase 

in the future. E.g. LAX 

historically experiences less 

than 15 days per year with 

temperatures at least 90°F; by 

the end of the century, LAX is 

projected to experience 50–90 

such days per year
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FRONTLINE COMMUNITIES
NATURAL HAZARDS
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What can I do

Natural hazards in LA County

preparedness

response


